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REX HOTEL SAIGON - YOUR VIETNAM HOME

Strategically located at the best of downtown Saigon, the Rex Hotel Saigon is a luxury
5 stars hotel, symbolizing Vietnamese hospitalities. It prides itself to offer guests many
high-class facilities including 286 individually designed guestrooms, a range of function
& meeting room, five in-house restaurants, cafe and bar, and other luxury services.
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REX HOTEL SAIGON

A member of SAIGONIOURIST Group

HOTLINE: 0917.590.900
141 Nguyen Hue Blvd,, Dist.1, Ho Chi Minh city, Vietnam.
(028) 3829 2185 « (028) 3829 3115 » rexhotel@rex.com.vn « www.rexhotelsaigon.com
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HOTELS & RESORTS IN HCMC
*Rex Hotel Saigon
*Hotel Majestic Saigon
*Hotel Grand Saigon
*New World Saigon Hotel
Caravelle Saigon Hotel
*Sheraton Saigon Hotel & Towers
*Hotel Pullman Saigon
*Royal Hotel Saigon
*Hotel Continental Saigon
*Oscar Saigon Hotel
*First Hotel
*Arc En Ciel - Bat Dat Hotel Group
*Dong Khanh Hotel
*Phu Tho Tourist Service Joint -
Stock Co.

sLiberty Hotel Corporation
*Saigon Hotel Corporation
*Bong Sen Corporation

*Cho Lon Tourist Hotel Group
*Thanh Binh Hotels Group
*Thu Duc Tourist Service Joint
Stock Company

*Can Gio Resort

GASTRONOMY
*Binh Quoi Tourist Village 1, 2,3
*Tan Cang Tourist Village
*Van Thanh Tourist Village
*Saigon Ship (floating restaurant)
*Metropole Wedding &
Convention Center

*Thuy Ta Dam Sen Restaurant

TRAVEL SERVICES
Saigontourist Travel Service and
its HCMC - based offices and
branches
*Fiditour
*Cho Lon Tourist
*Dam Sen Travel

ENTERTAINMENT &
RECREATION
*Dam Sen Cultural Park
*Vam Sat Ecological Tourist Site
*Vietnam Golf & Country Club
*Dynasty Club Rex

*Majestic Club

*D'Palm Club

*Club9

*Vegas Club
*International Tourist Club
*Palazzo Club

OTHER SERVICES
Saigon Exhibition & Convention
Center
«Saigontourist Hospitality College
*Saigontourist Cable Television Co.
Ltd.
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Tai Khach san di san “Huyén thoai Dong Dudng* Majestic Sai Gon

g/w”tf& 3.600.00 ‘I(II\EIFI" TRON GOI CHO 2 KHACH

Buffet nudng hai san Mién phf thic udng Uu dai dich vu Spa Gym & Hb boi

KHACH SAN MAJESTIC SAlI GON

01 DPdng Khdi, Quan 1, TP. H6 Chi Minh, Viét Nam
Dién thoai: 38295 517 - Fax: 38295 510 | majestic@majesticsaigon.com | www.majesticsaigon.com
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leo N, [ap yoga
va (huong tra

MOLLY tra chiéu trong S
con mua nhe 6 Kanay,
mot budi tap yoga trong
nang sém trén nii 6 ella,
hay mot bui 1uét song
(0 weligama trong Khi
hau mdtlanh 6 ddo quoc
ving Nam A chac chan 1a
nhing trai nghi¢m tha vi

cho nhiing ai dang kiém
tim mot miia thu an yén,
nhenhang
D au thu nam ngoai, toi quyét dinh dén Sri Lanka, tic la
chi vai thang sau vu danh bom nhim vao nhiing ngudi
Cong giao lam rung chuyén thﬁ d6 Colombo. Vu danh bom
tuy dé lai cho qué’c gia Nam A nay néi dau thuong mat mat
nhung khéng thé nao 1am lu mé di su binh yén, thudn phac
von di cia né.
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Theo chuyén xe ti Colombo vé Kandy, toi dén thanh pho
nhd mién Trung trong con mua rao cudi miua ha véi du dinh
nghi chdn mét ngay dé bt tau di Ella. T6i c6 cadm giac Kandy
khéng c6 Am thanh. It tiéng dong co, it tiéng ngusi, nha dan
lai ndm rai rac trén nhiing ngon d6i nhé bao quanh trung
tam thanh phd, Kandy nhu da van niat am lugng ctia né vé
t61 thiu dé tang cAm nhan ctia moét lang khach nhu téi qua
cac giac quan khac 1én t6i da.
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Cht cin nha trén d6i noi toi dit phong, moét ngudi
dan 6ng ban dia 16n tudi, d6n chio t6i ti gitia san cd
trude nha. Ong chudn bi cho t6i mot khay tra banh
nho nhé kiéu Anh, trong lic dung but ghi thong tin
ctia toi vao cudn s6 “check-in” khach. D6 1a cach quan
ly khéach san ctia 6ng va vg 6ng tir ldc kinh doanh t6i
nay. Ong gia it néi, ma hinh nhu & thanh phé nay
ngudi ta déu it néi.

Ong nhanh chéng tra t6i lai noi san trude c6 tham
¢ xanh ri, cing khay tra va con mua dé quay vé véi
tran bong gay (cricket) dang phat trén tivi. Ban ché
voi cho rang 6ng gia kém than thién, ma thuc ra lai
1& cach 6ng gia dé vi khach tan hudng su dic biét ctia
Kandy: phai that tinh 1ing méi cam nhéan dugc tra
thom 4m, mui ¢ cAy trong lanh duéi mua va su binh
yén tan vao lan da cia mot thanh phd khéng Am lugng.
Néu dé han huyén c6 16 ngudi ta ¢a khong tim dén day.
Kandy 12 mot khéi dau phu hop, nhat 1a khi phan tiép
theo ctia hanh trinh 1a 7 tiéng trén chuyén tau dap
dénh 14c lu t6i Ella, dudc biét dén 14 tuyén tau lia dep
nhat thé giéi.
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M&i ngudi chung t6i
tren dodan tau chdm
ay deu da co thoi
gian thu thd cho
rieng minh dé

tan hudng

khoc gico mua

cva Sri Lanka.

chuyén tau dep nhdt thé gioi

Hon mot thé ky thudc Anh da dé lai
cho Sri Lanka nhiéu d4u 4n thudc dia, mot
trong s6 d6 chinh 1a cong trinh dudng sit
ndi lién hau hét cac thanh phé ctia ddo qudc
nay. Trong d6, chuyén tau Kandy - Ella
dudc xem 1a4 mot trong nhiing chuyén tau
dep nhat thé gidi.

7h30 sang, to1 ding & sdn ga Kandy. Da
di tau 6 nhiéu nudc, t6i chua thay ¢ dau lai
¢6 cac khoang tau “thoang” nhu Sri Lanka.
Céac ctia s6 mac dinh dé md, ¢6 muén kéo
xudng chic ciing kho vi c6 vé chuing bi ket
tl rat 1au. Ctta toa tau ciing khong can
déng, hai bén ctia md toang thong thong
nhau, mic cho du khach muén lam gi thi
lam. Tau di r&t cham. Poan tau udn éo, lic
Iu dua doan khach ti ti di qua nhiing tham
xanh lién tuc bién ddi.

Tau luét qua nhiing bui cdy than ¢ moc
cao, tang tang 16p 16p dan xen vao nhau
va chiing nhoe di thanh btic nén xanh qua
khung ctia s6. Tau di d4n lén cao tién vao
nhiing viing trong tra. Nhiing ngon ddi tra
khién doan tau udn lugn, déo minh lach qua
hai bén chan d6i quanh co. Huong thom
tinh khiét cta tra ta vao cac khoang tau
theo khong khi mat rugi dic trung ctia ving
cao nguyén trong tra, vudt ve khttu giac vén
da dang rat thoa man v6i mui co ciy trong
lanh ctia hanh khach. Doan tau ldc tién vao
riing cdy, lic chay trén doan ciu xap xé treo
trén dong nuéc nho.

Trong 7 tiéng ngbdi tau tir Kandy téi
Ella, khong chi t6i ma c6 1& tat ca hanh
khach la 1dm véi chuyén tau nay déu da
¢6 mot khoang thoi gian thi vi. Doan tau
véng, ching tdi thodi méi di lai qua cac toa,
tho d4u qua khung ctia s6, hit ha tan hudng
khéng khi trong lanh ctia ddi tra hay phu
phiém hon, chup nhiing bic hinh ao diéu
moi l4n tau téi mot khic cua. Di tit dadu dén
cudi tau, mbi khoang lai vuong mét tiéng
cudi phan khich. Mot anh chang dua minh
canh clia toa doc sach, udng tra. Mot gidc
ngt ngon bén ctia s6, moét nu cudi vuon ra
ti khidc tau cua.. Méi ngudi ching tdi trén
doan tau cham 4y déu da c6 thoi gian thu
tha cho riéng minh @& tan hudng khic giao
mua cua Sri Lanka.
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nam rdi rac trén
nhong ngon doi
nhdé bao quanh
trung té&m thanh
phd, Kandy nhu
dé& van not aGm
luong cla noé ve
t&i thieu dé tang
cdm nhan cua
mot lang khach
nhu téi qua cac
giac quan khéc
len t&i da.
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Trong tiét troi
mat meé, sang sém
leo nui tap yoga,

chieu di thudng
trd va vang canh,
that kho dé tim ra
mot diém dén dau
thu phu hop hon
Ella phdi khéong?
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Ella - X( sG cua thuong hiéu
tra ceylon i danh

Véi dia hinh déi ndi, Ella mang dén cho
du khach nhiing gio phit song cham dich
thuc khi tri ngu trong nhiing cin nha nghi
c6 tAm nhin panorama tuyét dep. Chi can
300 - 400 nghin déng mot ngay, du khach
da c6 thé nghi ngoi trong can phong c6 ban
cong 16n véi tAm nhin réng rii ra quang
canh ndi d6i. T6i yéu Ella vi & day toi duge
tuyét d6i gan giii v6i thién nhién. Téi yéu
nhitng budi chiéu thong tha, ludi biéng udng
tra & ban cong phong, chuén bi sin thém
dam ba trai chudi dé chd chid khi vAn hay
ghé tham. T6i yéu ca nhiing budi dém ha
4anh dén, ché dom dém bay vao sang biing
huyén &o.

Hoat déng phai lam & Ella mbi sang
sém chinh 12 leo nii. N1i 6 Ella khéng cao,
lai bao quanh thi tran trung tAm nén viéc
leo nui thuc su 14 cach khéi dong phu hop
mobi sang. Sang ngay tht nhat, téi thic day
t 4g30 sang, 1an theo dudng tau tim dén
nui Ella Rock - ngon nti cao 1.041m. Puong
di nhe nhang, sau quing dudng bang, leo
thém 30 phit déc qua ring cay la via kip
dén binh minh. Budi sang tha hai, t6i ciing
khéi dong bing viéc day sém va leo Little
Adam’s Peak. Sang nao ciing thé, ngoai di
ciing ban déng hanh, t6i con dugc ho téng
thém bdi nhiing ban ché hoang than thién,
im ling theo chén rdi thi nhau duya ddm vao

t61 khi t61 ngdi ngdm nhin binh minh trén
dinh ndi. Ching khién toi an tAm va binh
yén hon rat nhiéu khi ciing nhau ngém mét
troi 1én.

Nhip séng 6 Ella khién ai cling thong
dong v t6i ciing khong thé voi vang. Toi da
gat b lich trinh dudc thiét k& trude d6 va
tu thudng cho minh nhiing gié phit thanh
thoi hi€m ¢6 bing chuyén kham pha nhiing
ngudn tra ngon. Néu ban da tiing nghe t6i
thuong hiéu tra Ceylon tri danh, thi Ceylon
chinh 14 tén goi cia Sri Lanka théi ky thudc
Anh. Ella 14 noi trong tra phd bién nh4t,
ndi ¢6 nha may tra Halpewatte lam ra cac
san pham xuét khau, dua tén tudi Ceylon di
khép thé gidi.

T6i danh mét budi chidu kham phéa nha
méay Halpewatte, nghe gi6i thiéu va tan mét
chiing kién quy trinh bién ngon tra tuyén
chon ki cang thanh nhitng thanh phidm tra
den da dang. Trong khong khi dam mui
huong tra, éng quan déc dan dén phong
thanh phdm, c&n than chi t6i cach phan
loai tra, cach lua dudc tra ngon, roi tu tay
pha cho nhiing &m tra dé vi giac t6i tu cAm
nhan. Sy chan thanh va nhiét huyét véi tra
tran ddy trong 10i néi khién cho cau chuyén
nha may tudng chiing khé khan trd nén
séng dong va thu vi. Tach tra budi chiéu
d4au thu mat lanh hom 4y c6 1& vi vay da tré
nén dam da hon, thom hon va 14p lanh hon
bao gid hét.

Nhiing budi chiéu tiép theo & Ella, toi di
dao va tap yoga. Téi di bo 1én nhiing ngon
doi méat rugi, tim dén cong trinh Nine Arch
Bridge doc d4o co tit thdi Anh. Cay cu
duong sit cao 16n, dude xay hoan toan béi
gach d4 va xi mang do toan bo sit thép cta
Sri Lanka truéc d6 da duge dua dén Chau
Au @& phuc vu Thé chién I. Nhiéu du khach
ngdi rai rac hai bén thanh ciu, chd dgi mét
chuyén tau di qua, don gian dé ching kién
mot biéu tugng ctia thoi thude dia van con
hoat dong dén ngay nay.

Xen ké véi nhiing chuyén di dao nhe
nhang nhu vay, téi tham gia cac 16p yoga
von 1a mot hoat déng rat phé bién & Sri
Lanka. Cac 16p yoga rat da dang, ban c6 thé
chon cac 16p sang sém trén mét ngon ddi
nhé dé hit thd khong khi trong lanh, hoic
trong céc 16p hoc két hgp véi thién tinh dé
tim vé chiéu siu ctia tAm hon.

Trong tiét troi mat mé, sang sém leo nui
tap yoga, chiéu di thudng tra va vang canh,
that kho dé tim ra mét diém dén dau thu phu
hop hon Ella phai khéng? Ella bé nhé van con
rat nhiéu noi t6i mudn tim dén, nhu Lipton’s
seat - noi David Lipton da ngdi dé tu duy vé
triét 1f ctia tra va lam nén thuong hiéu ngay
nay. Hay nhu con thac Diyaluma 16n thé hai
d&t nude va ciing c6 thé 1a tham gia mot khoa
hoc niu cac mén #n dia phuong.



serendip - bt nudc ciia nhing diéu
ot dep tinh ¢0

Nam 361, Sri Lanka mang tén Serendip, dudc goi theo
cach ctia ngudi A Rap. Cai tén va cau chuyén cd tich vé d4t
nuéc nay 1a ngudn cam hing cho nha van ngudi Anh Horace
Walpole phat minh ra tit tiéng Anh “Serendipity” - nghia 1a
“diéu tot dep tinh cd”. Tén nay da khong con duge st dung tit
lau, nhung d4t nude Sri Lanka van s6ng véi tinh than d6. Dau
trong canh khé khan, tiing noi téi di qua, tiing ngudi toi gap gd
déu nd luc mang dén cho du khach nhiing diéu tét dep nhat.

Tbi sé khong quén bd con em bé 14i xe tuk tuk nhat dinh
doi dua toi vé khi vé tinh théy t6i di bo budi khuya. T6i khong
quén anh chll quan an bao vé toi trudc mot ké dang ngd, dng
chti nha ¢ Kandy budi t6i moi t6i xuéng dan hat nhac The
Beatles... T6i nhat dinh sé trd lai ddo quéc xinh dep nay, sé &
lai 14u hon dé tan hudng nhiing “diéu t6t dep tinh ¢” thém
mot lan nita. ()

» Hanh trinh: Sri Lanka dang dao quéc,
& gitta 1a nudi d61, ngoai 1a bién. Ty theo
s6 thich, ban c6 thé chon 1én ndi hay
xuéng bién. Hanh trinh phé bién thudng
1a Colombo (thta d6) - Kandy / Hatton

/ Ella / Nuwara Eliya (mién Trung) -
Aguram / Yala / Weligama / Mirrisa /
Galle / Matara / Unawatuna (mién Nam).

» Trai nghiém bién: Sri Lanka dugc ménh
danh 1 “Hon ngoc An D$ Duong”, nén khi
da dén day, ban nén trai nghiém nhiing
ving bién dep ndm & mién Nam, nhu
Weligama. Bai bién & day rat thoai, phu
hop véi mén luét séng. Budi t6i 6 Weligama
ra’t 1i tudng cho mot bita tiéc bén bai bién
va gidy phit ddm chim trong Am nhac dia
phuong 6 nhiing quan bar c6i ma.

» Thim phé cd thoi thude dia: T
Weligama quay vé tha d6 Colombo, ban
s di ngang qua Galle - thanh phé néi
tiéng véi phd ¢6 con luu lai nguyén ven
nhiing cong trinh kién trdc mang phong
cach thuoc dia Ha Lan. Cac ngéi nha

chi cao tit 1-2 ting, tat ca déu son tudng
trang, mai ngéi d6 gach. Trudng hoc, nha
tho Cong gido, vién bao tang néc chép
nhon xAy ti thoi thude dia van con duge
gitt lai va st dung dén ngay nay. Nguoi
ta thuong dén day uéng ca pheé, 4n sang,
di dao mua sim qua luu niém, ghé vao
nhiing tiém tra nho, tham khu chg dia
phucong ngay bén canh. Galle thuong

14 diém cudi hanh trinh, trude khi du
khach lén may bay, quay trd vé cudc song
thuong nhat.

» Phuong tién di chuyén: Néu khéng c6
hanh li céng kénh cin ky gtii, ban ¢6 thé
dat chuyén bay ctua AirAsia, quéa canh
tai Kuala Lumpur dé téi Colombo véi gia
vé khit hdi chi khoang 4-5 triéu dong. Di
chuyén qua cac tinh thanh caa Sri Lanka
¢6 thé di tau liia hoic xe khéach. Pi lai
trong thanh pho c6 thé di tuk tuk.

P Tién té: Sri Lanka diung dong Sri
Lanka Rupee (LKR). Ban c6 thé 61 USD
mang qua Sri Lanka rdi d6i sang LKR.
Chi phi 6 Sri Lanka rat ré.

» Trang phuc: Sri Lanka néng quanh nadm
nhung viing cao nguyén mién Trung c6
khi hau kh4 giéng Da Lat. Ban nén mang
theo 40 khoac nhe, 40 dai tay dé mic vao
budi t61 hodc leo nii lic sdng sém.
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A cup of afternoon tea in the light rain of Kandy, a yoga session in the early
morning sunlight in the mountains of E11a, or surfing in weligama in the cool
climate of this south Asian island nation are incredible experiences for anyone
searching for a peaceful fall retreat.

In the early autumn of last year, I decided
to explore Sri Lanka only a few months
after the bomb attack that targeted Sri
Lankan Catholics, rocking the capital of
Colombo. The bombing left this South Asian
nation with both grief and loss, but it could
not overshadow the inherent peace of this
island.

Kandy - The soundless City

Taking a car from Colombo, I arrived
in the small central city of Kandy during
the late summer showers. I came here just
for the day to catch a train to Ella. Kandy
conveyed a sense of soundlessness: only
the light reverberations from engines, the
occasional chatter from people and the
houses scattered across the small hills
surrounding the city center gave me the
impression that the sound had been turned
down to the lowest volume to enhance the
feelings of a guest like me by heightening
my other senses.

The owner of the hill house, an elderly
native man, where I booked a room, greeted
me from the center of the front lawn.

He had prepared for me a tray of small
English cupcakes, while writing down my
information in the guest “check-in” book.
That’s how he and his wife have been
managing the hotel since they began their
business. The old man did not speak much,
but it seemed that people in this city don’t
speak much.

After check in, he quickly returned me
to the front lawn with a tray of tea and the
rain so he could return to the cricket match
on the television. Don’t rush to think that
this elderly man was unfriendly, as this was
actually his way of letting guests enjoy the
specialty of Kandy: it must be very quiet to
take in the warm, aromatic tea, the fresh
and pure smell of nature under the rain,
and the tranquility that dissolves into the
“skin” of this soundless city. Anyone looking
to strike up conversation may not want to
come here, but Kandy is a suitable place to
start, especially when the next leg of the
journey is 7 hours away on the swaying
train to Ella, known as the most scenic
train route in the world.
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The Most scenic Train route
in the world

Having been a British colony for over
a century has left Sri Lanka with many
colonial relics, one of which is the railroad
that connects most of the island’s cities.
In particular, the Kandy-Ella train is
considered as one of the world’s most
beautiful train routes.

At 7:30 am, I found myself standing
at the Kandy Station. Having traveled by
train in many countries, I have never seen
such “airy” compartments like those in Sri
Lanka. The default setting of the windows
was open, and it seemed to be quite difficult
to pull them shut as they appeared to have
been stuck that way for some time. The
compartment doors also didn’t close, and
both sides of the door communicated openly
to each other, doing whatever the visitors
wanted. The train lumbered along, wriggly
swaying and slowly carrying guests through
ever-changing carpets of green.

The train skimmed through tall,
overgrown shrubs, through layer after
layer of leaves that blurred into a green
background through the window. The train
gradually ascended into hills of tea. The
tea hills made the train zigzag as it flexibly
slithered through the winding foothills.
The pure aroma of tea rushed into the
train compartments in the cool air that is
characteristic of this tea growing highlands.
The scent caressed the olfactory senses
of the passengers, which had previously
been satisfied by the fresh smell of grass.
Sometimes, the train steamed through
forests; other times, over rickety old bridges
dangling over creeks.

During the 7-hour train ride from
Kandy to Ella, not only I, but probably
every passenger unfamiliar with this train,
had an interesting time. The train was
deserted, and we could freely travel through
the compartments, poking our heads
through the window frames, sniffing the
fresh air of the tea hills or more frivolous
acts like taking magical photos every
time the train rounded a bend. Walking
from the front to the back of the train,
each compartment was filled with excited
laughter. A guy leaning on the edge of the
compartment door reading a book, drinking
tea. A good sleep by the window, a smile
rising from the bend... Each of us on that
slow train had self-time to relax and enjoy
Sri Lanka’s seasonal turn.




Kandy conveyed a
sense of soundlessness:
only the light
reverberations

from engines, the
occasional chatter
from people and the
houses scattered
across the small hills
surrounding the city
center gave me the
impression that the
sound had been
turned down to the
lowest volume to
enhance the feelings
of a guest like me by

heightening my other
senses.
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In the cool
weather, mountain
climbing in

the morning to
practice yoga
or spending
afternoons
enjoying tea
and sightseeing
make it difficult
to find a more
suitable autumn
destination than
Ella, doesn't it?
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Ella - tiome of the Renowned
ceylon Tea

With hilly terrain, Ella brought

visitors true slow-living moments through
its motels with beautiful panoramic
views. For only 300-400 thousand dong
a day, visitors can relax in a room with
a large balcony and spacious views over
the mountains. I love Ella because I felt
completely immersed in nature here. I love
leisurely afternoons, lazily drinking tea on
the balcony of my room, preparing some
bananas for the monkey who often visit.
I also love the evenings when I turn the
lights down and wait for fireflies to float
in and brighten the ambience with their
fanciful glow.

The first thing to do in Ella every
morning is mountain climbing. The
mountains in Ella are not terribly high
and they surround the central town, which
makes climbing a suitable option each
morning. On the first morning, I woke up at
4:30 am, followed the trailway to Ella Rock,
a 1,041-meter-high mountain. The road
was gentle and after another 30 minutes of
climbing on the slope through the trees, I
made it just in time to see the dawn. On the
second morning, I also kicked off the day
by waking up early and climbing up Little
Adam’s Peak. Every morning, aside from
my companion, I was also accompanied
by friendly feral dogs, silently following
and competing with each other to lean
against me while watching the sunrise on
the top of the mountain. They made me
feel secure and much more peaceful while
contemplating the sun rise together.

The pace of life in Ella makes everyone
move leisurely, and I also could not be
hurried. I dismissed my preplanned
schedule and rewarded myself with a rare
moment of disengagement to explore the
source of delicious tea. You may have heard
of the famous variety of tea known as
Ceylon, which comes from the former name
of Sri Lanka during the British colonial
period. Ella is the most popular tea growing
region, where the Halpewatte Tea factory
creates products for export, bringing the
name Ceylon to the world.

I spent an afternoon exploring the
Halpewatte factory, listening to the
presentation and witnessing the process
of carefully turning selected tea peaks
into various black tea products. In the
pungent tea filled air, the manager led
us to the finished product room, carefully
demonstrating how to classify tea, how to
choose good tea, then presented freshly
brewed tea for my taste buds to experience.
His sincerity and enthusiasm for tea was
fully expressed through his words, turning
what could have been a dry factory trip into
a vivid and interesting experience. This was
probably the reason why the cup of tea on
that early autumn afternoon became bolder,
more fragrant and sparkling than ever.

The following afternoons in Ella, I
wandered about and practiced yoga. I
walked up the cool hills, looking for the
unique Nine Arch Bridge that dates back
to the colonial period. This tall railway
bridge was built entirely of stone bricks
and cement because all of Sri Lanka’s iron
and steel had previously been exported to
Europe to assist during World War I. Many
tourists sat scattered on both sides of the
bridge, waiting for a train to pass by, simply
to witness a symbol of the colonial era that
has continued to operate to this today.

Interspersed between such gentle
walks, I participated in yoga classes, which
is a very popular activity in Sri Lanka.
Yoga classes vary; you can choose early
morning classes on a small hill to breathe
fresh air, or the sessions combined with
meditation to explore the depths of the soul.
In the cool weather, mountain climbing in
the morning to practice yoga or spending
afternoons enjoying tea and sightseeing
make it difficult to find a more suitable
autumn destination than Ella, doesn’t it?
Little Ella still has many places that I want
to visit, such as Lipton’s Seat-where David
Lipton sat to contemplate the philosophy
of tea and established his great brand as
it appears today. Or the country’s second
largest waterfall, Diyaluma, and cooking
classes to learn local dishes.



SRI' LANKA TRAVEL

_ INFORMATION
Serenalp i The Coun[ry Of Unplannea » Journey: Sri Lanka is an island nation, with

FOI'UH]EI[E DISCOVGW mountains and hills surrounded by ocean.

Depending on your interest, you can choose

In 361, Sri Lanka was called Serendip in the to go up to the mountains or down to the sea.
Arabic way. The name and legend of this country was The common itinerary is Colombo (capital) -
the inspiration for the British writer Horace Walpole Kandy / Hatton / Ella / Nuwara Eliya (Central)
to invent the English word “Serendipity,” meaning - Aguram / Yala / Weligama / Mirrisa / Galle /
“unplanned fortunate discovery.” Though this name Matara / Unawatuna (South).
has not been in use for some time, the country of Sri
Lanka still lives with that spirit. Despite the country’s P Sea experience: Sri Lanka is known as the
challenging conditions, every place I went through and “Pearl of the Indian Ocean,” so once you are
every person I met made an effort to do their best for here, you should experience the beautiful
visitors. beaches in the South, such as Weligama,

I won'’t forget the tuk tuk driver and his child who where the beach is comfortable and suitable
insisted on taking me home when they saw me walking for surfing. The evenings in Weligama
late at night by chance. I won’t forget the eatery owner for are ideal for beach parties and perfect for
protecting me from a suspicious person, the motel owner indulging in local music at the open bars.
in Kandy for inviting me down to sing The Beatles in the
evening... [ will certainly return to this beautiful island P Visit colonial old town: On the way back
nation and stay longer to enjoy the “unplanned fortunate from Weligama to the capital of Colombo,
discovery” one more time. you will cross Galle-the city known for its
old town with intact Dutch colonial-style
architecture. The houses are only 1-2
stories high, and every wall is painted in
white with red brick roof tiles. Schools,
catholic churches, or museums with spires
built during the colonial period are still
maintained and in use today. People often
come here for drinking coffee, having
breakfast, shopping for souvenirs, visiting
small tea shops or the local market right
next door. Galle is often the end of the
journey before tourists board the plane,
returning to daily life.

» Transportation: If there is no bulky
luggage to be checked in, you can book an
AirAsia flight, transit in Kuala Lumpur to
Colombo with a round trip ticket of only
4-5 million VND. Traveling between the
provinces of Sri Lanka can be done by train
or by bus. You can use tuk tuks to travel
around the city.

» Currency: Sri Lanka uses the Sri Lankan
Rupee (LKR). You can exchange to USD
and bring it to Sri Lanka then convert it

to LKR. The prices in Sri Lanka are quite
inexpensive.

P Costumes: Sri Lanka is hot all year
round, but the Central Highlands has a
climate similar to Da Lat. You should bring
a light jacket, long-sleeved shirt to wear in
the evening or while climbing in the early
morning.

e
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SAIGONTOURIST GROUP:
DAU AN 45 NAM DONG HANH CUNG SU
PHAT TRIEN DU LICH TP.HCM VA VIET NAM

Va0 Ngay 01/8/2020, TONE cong

ty Dulich Sai Gon (Saigontourist
GToup) fron 45 nim tuoi. sudt bon
thap Ky rudi hinh thanh va phat trién,
saigontourist group da tao 1ap nhiéu
thanh tu noi bat, ludn song hanh
cing tién trinh vuon minh manh mé
ctia u lich Thanh pho 1O chi Minh
noiriéng va viét Nam noi chung,
cting co viing chdc vi thé tap doan du
lich hang ddu ctia ca nudc.

“Cau chuyén cta Téng Cong ty
Du lich Sai Gon nhu hién than cho
hanh trinh di 1én day ngoan muc
ctia mot doanh nghiép nha nuéc,
v6i tén thuong hiéu mang ddu 4n
ctia thanh phd tré nhat Viét Nam
sau ngay thdng nhat dat nudc:
Saigontourist. Nhin lai ching duong
45 n3dm hinh thanh va phat trién,
Saigontourist Group da c6 nhiing
buéc chuyén minh manh mé va bén
viing, tu hao 14 doanh nghiép dau
nganh, gép phan to 16n trong cong
cudc thic ddy su phat trién cla
du lich Viét Nam ctuing cac nganh
kinh t& khac”, Ong Pham Huy Binh
- Chu tich H()l déng thanh vién
Saigontourist Group - phét biéu.

Xu4t phat tt TP.HCM nhung
hinh anh thuong hiéu Saigontourist
da lan tda sau rong, khdng dinh
vi thé& cia mét trong nhiing doanh
nghiép déng vai tro dan dit cha
nganh du lich Viét Nam. Suét nhiéu
thap ky, Saigontourist Group da
¢6 nhiing déng gép, tham gia td
chtic, phuc vu thanh cong nhiéu su
kién van héa - du lich quan trong
cua Viét Nam va TP.HCM. Véi
slogan “Tan hudéng ban sic Viét”,
Saigontourist Group con mang
trén vai trong trach ctia mot dai
st cho nganh du lich nudc nha.
Saigontourist Group huéng d&n muc
tidu tré thanh mot trong nhiing
thuong hiéu du lich hang diu tai
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Ong Nguyén Thién Nhan - [}y vién B¢ Chinh tri, Bf thu Thanh 4y va 6ng Nguyén
Thanh Phong - Uy vién BCH Trung uong Pang, Cht tich UBND TPHCM tai 18 trao
giai cudc thi “Tan hudng ban sdc Viét” do Saigontourist Group va bao Tuéi Tré to

chic nam 2018.

khu vuc Pong Nam A va chau luc.
Véi nhiing déng gép tich cuc
trong su nghiép phat trién nganh
du lich thanh phé va ca nudc,
Saigontourist Group va cac don vi

thanh vién lién tuc duge Chinh ph1,

B6 Vian héa - Thé thao & Du lich,
Téng cuc Du lich, Hiép héi Du lich
Viét Nam, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
ciing nhiéu t6 chic uy tin trong
nuéc va quéc té trao ting nhiéu

danh hiéu, giai thudng cao quy.
Tiéu biéu nhu: Tap thé Anh hing
Lao dong; Huan chuong Doc Lap
hang Nhat, Nhi, Ba; Huan chuong
Lao dong hang Nhat, Nhi, Ba; Co
thi dua, bang khen ctia Thu tuéng
Chinh pht; Co truyén théng, bing
khen cia UBND Thanh phé Ho Chi
Minh; Giai thuéng ASEAN Awards;
cac giai thudng Top ten Du lich Viét
Nam va quéc té...
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1. TONG CONG TY DU LICH SALGON - TRACH NHIEM HIUHAN MOT THANH VIEN
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NHUNG DAU MOC DANG NHG TREN HANH TRINH PHAT TRIEN

1 9 7 5 Tién than cua

Saigontourist Group la Céng ty
Du lich Thanh phé, duge hinh
thanh va hoat dong tu ngay
01/8/1975. Pay la cong ty du lich
d4u tién ctia thanh phd dudc dua
vao hoat dong trén co sd tiép quan
va quan 1y mot s6 khach san nhu
Caravelle, Continental, Majestic,
Rex, Palace,... tao dung nén tang
viing chéc cho thoi ky dau. Giiia
béi canh lich sti khé khan thoi bay
gi5, su phat trién khong ngiing cta
Saigontourist trong giai doan nay
dudc xem 12 nd luc vugt bac.

]. 9 7 9 Saigontourist truc tiép

ky két va phuc vu khach tu cac thi
trudng quoc te.

1984 mham du héi chg du

lich quéc t& dau tién tai Cong Hoa
Lién bang Pie (H6i chg ITB Berlin).

]. 9 86 Saigontourist bit dau

giai doan dau tu xay dung mot sé
khach san, khu nghi dudng véi quy
moé vua va 1én tai TP.HCM va cac
tinh, thanh trong ca nudec. Gitia béi
canh Viét Nam bit dau thuc hién
duong 161 61 méi, thu hidt dau tu
nudc ngoai, Saigontourist 14 doanh
nghiép tién phong lién doanh véi
d61 tac quoc t&€ dau tu khach san
New World theo tiéu chuén 5 sao tai
TP.HCM.

1 9 89 TG chiic cac tuyén du

lich dau tién dén cac nuéc Dong
Nam A; dua vao hoat déng Trudng
So cap Nghiép vu Du lich va Khach
san (nay la Truong Trung cap Du
lich va Khach san Saigontourist -
STHC) chuyén dao tao vé dich vu
du lich cho cong ty va TPHCM. Ky
hop déng lién doanh dau tu dau tién
trong nudc.

1 9 9 1 Saigontourist bat dau

linh vuc kinh doanh du lich tau bién
qudoc té.

1 9 9 2 Thanh 1ap Cong ty

Truyén hinh cap Saigontourist
(SCTV). Thanh lap lién doanh
Saigontourist tai Nhat Ban. Hop tac
dau tu san golf tai Quan 9. Xay dung
khach san tai Ha Noi.

1 9 9 4: T6 chiic Hoi nghi ban

hang (Partners Forum) diu tién tai
Viét Nam. Gia nhap cac Hiép hoi du
lich quéc t& nhu Hiép héi Du lich
Nhat Ban (JATA), Hiép héi Du lich
Hoa Ky (USTOA)...

1 9 99 Ngay 31/3/1999: Déi

tén thanh Téng Cong ty Du lich Sai
Gon, tén tiéng Anh: Saigontourist
Holding Company, goi tit
Saigontourist. Van hanh website
Saigontourist.

2 O O 4 Saigontourist duge

UBND TP.HCM giao cht tri thuc
hién Lé hoi Tét véi cac su kién
Duong hoa Nguyén Hué, Lé hoi
banh tét, phao hoa giao thua... dap
ing mong dgi clia ngusi dan thanh
pho va du khach vé 18 hoi Tét ddm
da ban séc dan toc.

2005 Ngay 18/4/2005: Thu

tudng Chinh phu phé duyét mo
hinh Céng ty me - Cong ty con. T6
chiic Gala Dinner “Sai Gon - Ngay
to1 30” cho 5.000 khach sinh ngay
30/4/1975.

2 O 1 O Ngay 15/7/2010: Chuyén
d6i thanh Téng Coéng ty Du lich Sai
Gon - Trach nhiém hiu han mét
thanh vién (Saigontourist).

2 O 1 4 Ngay 20/5/2014:

Saigontourist cong b6 Bd nhan dién
thuong hiéu méi. Pay 1a 1an thi ba
Saigontourist thay d6i nhan dién
thuong hiéu, sau giai doan 1975-
1998 va 1999-2013.

2019 Ngay 13/12/2019:

UBND TP.HCM chéap thuan

cho Téng Cong ty Du lich Sai
Gon chuyén tén tiéng Anh tit
Saigontourist Holding Company
thanh Saigontourist Group.

2 02 O Ban hanh hé thong

nhan dién thuong hiéu méi.
Saigontourist Group hién l1a tap
doan du lich hang dau tai Viét
Nam, quan 1y hon 100 don vi khach
san, khu nghi dudng, nha hang,
cong ty 1i hanh, khu vui choi giai
tri, trudng dao tao du lich, khu trién
1am héi nghi, san golf va truyén
hinh cap.... Hing ndm dén tiép va
phuc vu trén 3 triéu lugt khach,

c6 mang luéi hang van déi tac 16n
trong va ngoai nudc.
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SAIGONTOURIST GROUP:
IMPRINTS THROUGH 45 YEARS OF
ACCOMPANYING THE DEVELOPMENT
OF TOURISM IN HCMC & VIETNAM

ON AUZuSt 1, 2020, Saigontourist
HoIAing company (Saigontourist
Group) becomes 45 years old. buring
four and a half decades of enterprise
and development, saigontourist
Group has accomplished many
outstanding achievements, always
accompanied by the strong tourism
development process of Ho Chi Minh
City in particular and vietam in
general, cementing its position as the
leading tourist group of the whole
country.

The story of Saigontourist
Holding Company embodies the
spectacular journey of a state-
owned enterprise, with a brand
name that has the imprint of
the youngest city in Vietnam
after the country’s reunification:
Saigontourist. Looking back on its
45-year journey of establishment
and development, Saigontourist
Group has made strong and
sustainable transformations,
and is proud to be the leading
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enterprise, greatly contributing
to the development of Vietnamese
tourism, together with other
economic sectors,” expressed Mr.
Pham Huy Binh, Chairman of
Saigontourist Group.

Originating in Ho Chi Minh
City, the image of the Saigontourist
brand has spread far and wide,
confirming its position as one of
the leading enterprises in the
tourism industry of Vietnam. For
decades, Saigontourist Group
has contributed, participated in
organizing, and successfully served
countless important cultural
and tourist events throughout
Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh City.
With the slogan “Savour Vietnam,”
Saigontourist Group also carries
out the role of an ambassador for
the country’s tourism industry.
Saigontourist Group aims to
become one of the leading travel
brands in Southeast Asia and the
continent.

With positive contributions in
the development of the tourism
industry in the city as well as
the whole country, Saigontourist
Group and its affiliates have
been continuously recognized and
awarded by the Government, the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Tourism, the Vietnam National
Administration of Tourism, the
city of Ho Chi Minh and many

other prestigious domestic and
international organizations. Some
important awards such as: the

title of Special-class Enterprise
from the Prime Minister in 2000;
Second-class “Independence Order”
from the President of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam in 2005; First-
class “Independence Order” of the
President of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam in 2012; the title of
“Hero of Labor for Collective Labor”
by the President of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam in 2013;
Third-class “Hero of Labor” by the
President of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam in 2014; the Emulation
Flag from the Prime Minister in
2015; Merit of the Ho Chi Minh City
People’s Committee Prize (in 2014,
2016 and 2017) ...



MEMORABLE MILESTONES ON THE JOURNEY OF DEVELOPMENT

1 9 7 5 The precursor of

Saigontourist Group, City Tourism
Company, was formed and began
operations on August 1, 1975. This
was the first tourism company of the
city to be put into operation on the
basis of taking over and managing a
number of hotels such as Caravelle,
Continental, Majestic, Rex, Palace...
creating a solid foundation for the
early period. Amid the difficult
historical context of the time,

the continuous development of
Saigontourist during this period was

considered to be an outstanding effort.

]. 9 8 6 Saigontourist began

its investment phase, building

a number of med ium and large
hotels and resorts in Ho Chi Minh
City and other provinces and cities
in the country. In the context of
Vietnam preparing to implement
renovations and beginning to
attract foreign investment,
Saigontourist was a pioneer
enterprise in joint venture with
international partners investing
in the 5-star standard New World
Hotel in Ho Chi Minh City.

1 989 Organized the first

travel routes to Southeast Asian
countries; put into operation the
Basic Tourism and Hotel School
(now known as the Saigontourist
Hospitality College - STHC),
specializing in training tourism
services for the company and Ho
Chi Minh City.

1 9 92 Establishment of

Saigontourist Cable Television
Company Limited (SCTV).
Establishment of Saigontourist
joint venture in Japan. Cooperation
investment in golf courses in
District 9. Construction of a hotel in
Hanoi.

1 999 March 31, 1999: Name

changed to Saigontourist Holding

Company, Saigontourist for short.

Began operation of Saigontourist’s
website.

2 O O 4 Saigontourist was

assigned by the Ho Chi Minh City
People’s Committee to organize

the Tet Festival with Nguyen

Hue Flower Street events, Tet
celebrations, New Year’s Eve
fireworks... to meet the expectations
of the inhabitants of the city as well
as tourists, producing a Tet festival
with a bold national identity.

2005 April 18, 2005: The

Prime Minister approved the model
of the Parent company - Subsidiary
company. Organized “Saigon -
When We Get 30” for 5,000 guests
born on April 30, 1975.

S

20 ].O July 15, 2010:

Transformed into Saigontourist
Holding Company - One Member
Company Limited (Saigontourist).

20 ]. 4: May 20, 2014:

Saigontourist announced a new
brand identity set. This is the third
time Saigontourist has changed its
brand identity after two periods
from 1975-1998 and 1999-2013.

20 1 9 December 13, 2019: Ho

Chi Minh City People’s Committee
approved Saigon Tourism
Corporation to change its English
name from Saigontourist Holding
Company to Saigontourist Group.

2 02 0 Issued a new brand

identity system. Saigontourist
Group is currently the leading
tourism group in Vietnam,
managing more than 100 hotel
units, resorts, restaurants, tour
operators, amusement parks,
tourism training schools, exhibition
and conferences venues, golf courses
and cable television.... Each year
welcomes and serves over 3 million
visitors through a network of tens
of thousands of major domestic and
foreign partners.

o by NGUYEN TAN TUAN
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* SAIGONTOURIST GROUP THUC DAY PHAT TRIEN

vua dua vao heatdéng ngay 13/6/2020

Se—

i

o

Khunghi duong tri liéu Thé giohe —~>—

khoang nong Minera Binh Chau

DU LICH VUNG DBSCL & BONG NAM B0

Tich cuc tham gia nhiéu hoat dong con thoi, thi to chiic hoi thio, dao tao ngudn nhan lic, Khdo sat, xay dung sin pham
méi dén viee kétndi cac doanh nghiép tai ¢ hai khu vic, Téng cong ty u lich sai Gon (Saigontourist group) dang cho
thdy vai trd adn adt trong chuong trinh lién ket hap tic phdt trién du lich gitia TP.FCM Vi cic tinh, thanh vimg pong bang
s0ng Cliu Long (PBSCL) & HONE Nam B giai doan 2020 - 2025.

- i ~ ~
Du lich 5 tinh Bong Nam B0
cung tién

Ong Pham Huy Binh - Chu tich
Hoéi dong thanh vién Saigontourist
Group - nhan dinh: “Sy hap dan, vé
dep clia cac danh lam thing canh,
cac di tich van hoéa - lich st cac 1&
héi truyén théng cting cac loai hinh
nghé thuat dic sfc.. 1a ngudn tai
nguyén phong pht dé phat trién du
lich viing Péng Nam Bo. Van dé dit
ra 12 phai lién két dé tao nén stc
manh canh tranh.”

D6 cting 1a noi dung chinh trong
chuong trinh lién két phat trién du
lich gitta Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh va
5 tinh viing Déng Nam Bo, dugc cac
chuyén gia, cac co quan, sd nganh
cting cic doanh nghiép du lich thao
luan tai Hoi nghi lién két phat trién
du lich ving Péng Nam Bo dién ra
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Lé ky két hgp tac phat trién du lich gita TPHCM va céc tinh ving Péng Nam Bé

vao ngay 28/6/2020 tai Tay Ninh.
Trude d6, doan doanh nghiép du
lich TP.HCM cuing mét s6 chuyén
gia da tham gia khao sat cac diém
dén, cac dich vu du lich cta 5 tinh

trong viing, gbm Ba Ria - Viing
Tau, Pong Nai, Binh Duong, Binh
Phudc va Tay Ninh trong cac ngay
10-12/6 va ngay 15-16/06/2020.
Trén co sé khao sat, cac doanh




“Saigontourist Group ludn xac dinh Poéng

Nam Bo & thi trudng l6n, tuyén diém hdp
dén. Ngoai TPHCM la thi truong chinh,
doi voi 5 tinh Dong Nam bd con lai, binh
qudan hang ndm hé théng Saigontourist
GCroup déng goép du lich cho cac dia
phuong nay hang trdm ngan luot khach,
doanh thu tryc tiép dat trén ndm tram

ti déng”, 6ng Pham Huy Binh, Chd tich

nghiép da xay dung 3 tuyén du lich
mau lién két véi cac dia phuong. Véi
vai tro 1a diém dau - cudi, TPHCM
duge xem nhu trung tam du lich cta
ca ving.

Theo tuyén TP HCM - Binh
Duong - Tdy Ninh (2 ngay 1 dém),
du khach sé c6 dip kham pha va
c6 nhiéu trai nghiém thu vi tai cac
diém tham quan nhu dén dién cao
su thoi Phap thudc, 1ong hé Dau
Tiéng, chuia Thai Son - nui Cau, cap
treo nuii Ba Den, thanh that Cao
Dai, tra Hoang Ngoc.

Tuyén TP HCM - Binh Duong -
Binh Phudc (2 ngay 1 dém) sé dua
du khach tham quan cén ct lich st
cach mang Ta Thiét, dén dién cao
su thoi Phap thudc, 1am vién My Lé,
chuia Thai Son - ndi Cau, 1ong hé
DAu Tiéng. Trong khi d6, tuyén TP
HCM - Déng Nai - Ba Ria Viing Tau
(2 ngay 1 dém) thu hit du khach béi
céc diém tham quan hdp din nhu
dao O - Pong Trudng, tran bién Bién
Hoa, lang budi Tan Triéu, bao tang
vii khi, KDL cap treo H6 M4y, bén
du thuyén Marine, ddo Go Géng,
nha 16n Long Son.

Chuong trinh lién két phat trién
du lich ving Péng Nam B6 nham
phuc vu ca khach du lich thuén tiy
1an khéch di cong vu trén co sé 4 noi
dung quan trong, gdm phat trién san
pham du lich; quang ba xtc tién; lién
két hop tac dao tao ngudn nhan luc
va dAu tu vao phat trién ha tAng hoic
cac tuyén diém dich vu vé du lich.

BBSCL: ,
Phat trien cac san pham,
dich vu méi, hap dan

Trién khai Thoa thuan hgp tac
phat trién du lich gitia Uy ban nhan

dan TP.HCM va Uy ban nhan dan
13 tinh, thanh Déng bing séng Ctu

Saigontourist Group, cho biét.

<

Long (BBSCL) giai doan 2020 -
2025, y(ji vai tro doanh nghiép chinh
dugc Uy ban nhan dan TP.HCM giao
trién khai trong chuong trinh lién
két hop tac phat trién, trong cac
thang dau nam 2020, Saigontourist
Group da chu dong t6 chiic nhiéu
chuyén lam viéc, khao sat, két néi du
lich véi tinh, thanh viing Ddng bang
song Ctiu Long, va da dua ra nhiéu
san pham, tour tuyén méi, td chiic
cic khoéa dao tao ngudn nhan luc du
lich cho vung.

Saigontourist Group da phéi
hgp véi S¢ Du lich, Hiép hoi Du
lich c4c dia phuong cling nhu két
ndi cac doanh nghiép lit hanh khai
thac, phat trién cac diém dén, sin
phdm va dich vu dén 13 tinh, thanh
DBSCL.

Cu thé, Saigontourist Group da
thuc hién cac chuong trinh khéo
sat thuc t& tai cac dia phuong, tim
ki€m va chon loc nhiing diém dén
nhim x4y dung cac san phdm du
lich méi. K&t qua cta cac chuyén
khéo sat nay la su ra doi cua 8 san
pham du lich méi theo cac tuyén két
néi TP.HCM dén cac dia phuong nay
danh cho khach du lich néi dia va
khach quéc té.

Tour Séc mau Khmer di tuyén
Tra Vinh - Vinh Long 2 ngay 1 dém
danh cho khach noi dia, véi cac
diém quan quan chinh gém Ao Ba
Om, chiia Ang, Bao tang vin héa
dan toc Khmer, thudng thic vin
nghé truyén théng dan toc Khmer;
tham quan vya budi Nam Roi My
Ho, chg Vinh Long..

Tour Bén Tre - Tra Vinh 2 ngay
1 dém danh cho khach quéc t€& c6
cac diém tham quan chinh, gém nha
vay Réng Nam Bo, bép xua Nam B9,
trai nghiém cdu cua, hoc 1am banh
xéo, di xe 161 hodc xe dap trén dudng
lang trong vuon diia.

Tour Long An - Lang ¢ Phuéc
Loc Tho - Lang néi Tan Lap 1 ngay;

tour Long An - Lang ¢4 Phuée Loc
Tho - KDL Canh déng bat tan 2
ngay 1 dém danh cho khach noi dia.
Tour 1 ngay kham pha Long An
bing tau cao téc & tour Long An -
Khu bao tén dugc liéu Pong Thap
Mudi 2 ngay 1 dém danh cho khach
qudc té.

Tour Cao Lanh - Tram chim Tam
Néng - Sa Déc 2 ngay 1 dém; tour
Lang hoa Sa Déc - Nha ¢6 Huynh
Thuy Lé 1 ngay danh cho khach
ndi dia va qudc té. Bén canh d6 la
cac tour kham pha, hoc, thudng
thiic 4&m thuc..., st dung dich vu
tai cac co s6 luu trda thuodc hé thong
Saigontourist Group tai dia phuong
nhu khach san Sai Gon - Vinh
Long, Sai Gon - Can Tho, Sai Gon -
Rach Gi4, Sai Gon - Phu Qudc.

Ong Pham Huy Binh nhan hoa tai su
kién lién két phat trién du lich giita
TPHCM va céc tinh, thanh DPBSCL

“Saigontourist Group mong mudn
go6p phan phat huy tiém ndng,
thé manh cla cac bén nham
thuc ddy phat trién du lich, nang
cao tinh chuyén nghi¢p, ndng
lyc canh tranh cla du lich BBSCL

va cua Saigontourist Group qua
cac hoat déng ddu tu xay dung,
phat trién sén phdm du lich,
coéng tac thuong hiéu - qudng
ba ti¢p thi va ddo tao ngudn
nhan lyc’, 6ng Pham Huy Binh
phat biéu.
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Ra 0 ngay 01/8/1975 va hién 1a tap doan du lich hang dau tai viét Nam, Saigontourist Group quan
1y hon 100 don vi Kndch san, Khu nghi dudng, nha hang, cong ty 1t hanh, Khu vui choi gidi trf, rudng
(a0 tao au lich, khu trién 1am hoi nghi, hoi thdo, san golf va truyén hinh cdp...
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PESIaDllShe(l on1 All"llS[ 1975, Saigontourist Group has been growing sustainably as one of
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& KHU NGHI DUGNG
HOTELS & RESORTS

REX HOTEL SAIGON

141 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: rexhotel@rex.com.vn
Website: www.rexhotelsaigon.com

HOTEL MAJESTIC SAIGON

01 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sales@majesticsaigon.com
Website: www.majesticsaigon.com

HOTEL GRAND SAIGON

08 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@hotelgrandsaigon.com
Website: www.hotelgrandsaigon.com

NEW WORLD SAIGON HOTEL
76 Le Lai St., Dist. 1, HCMC

Email: mai.tran@newworldhotels.com
Website: www.saigon.
newworldhotels.com

¥
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CARAVELLE SAIGON HOTEL
19-23 Lam Son Square, Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@caravellehotel.com
Website: www.caravellehotel.com

SHERATON SAIGON

HOTEL & TOWERS

88 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: sheratonsaigon@sheraton.com
Website: www.marriott.com

KIM DO ROYAL HOTEL SAIGON
133 Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: hotel@royalhotelsaigon.com
Website: www.royalhotelsaigon.com

HOTEL CONTINENTAL SAIGON
132 - 134 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: continentalhotel@vnn.vn

Website: www.continentalsaigon.com

OSCAR SAIGON HOTEL

68A Nguyen Hue St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: oscarsaigonhotel@oscar-
saigonhotel.com

Website: www.oscar-saigonhotel.com

FIRST HOTEL

18 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: sales@firsthotel.com.vn
Website: www.firsthotel.com.vn

ARC EN CIEL - BAT DAT
HOTEL GROUP

52 - 56 Tan Da St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: sales@thienhonghotel.vn
Website: www.arcencielhotel.com.vn

DONG KHANH HOTEL

02 Tran Hung Dao B St., Dist. 5,
HCMC

Email: sales@dongkhanhhotel.com
Website: www.dongkhanhhotel.com

LIBERTY CENTRAL

3B Floor, 63-65 Ham Nghi St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Email: info@odysseahotels.com
Website: www.libertycentralhotels.com

SAIGON HOTEL CORPORATION
41 - 47 Dong Du St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigonhotel.com.vn
Website: www.saigonhotel.com.vn

BONG SEN CORPORATION

117 - 123 Dong Khoi St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email:
bongsencorp@bongsencorporation.com.vn
Website: www.bongsencorporation.com

THANH BINH HOTELS GROUP
512 Ly Thuong Kiet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: info@thanhbinhhotelsgroup.com

JSC THU DUC TRAVEL SERVICE
41 Nguyen Van Ba St., Binh Tho
Ward, Thu Duc Dist., HCMC

Email: dulichtd@vnn.vn

BINH CHAU HOT SPRINGS
RESORT

55 Avenue, Xuyen Moc, Ba Ria -
Vung Tau Province

Email:
sales@binhchauhotspringresort.com
Website:

www.binhchauhotspringresort.com




SAIGON - VINH LONG HOTEL
02 Trung Nu Vuong St., Vinh Long
City, Vinh Long Province

Email: info@saigonvinhlonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonvinhlonghotel.com

SAIGON - CAN THO HOTEL

55 Phan Dinh Phung St., Can Tho City
Email: saigoncanthohotel@gmail.com
Website: www.saigoncantho.com.vn

SAIGON - RACH GIA HOTEL

844 Nguyen Trung Truc St.,

Rach Gia City, Kien Giang Province
Email: info@saigonrachgiahotel.vn
Website: www.saigonrachgiahotel.vn

SAIGON - CONDAO RESORT

18 - 24 Ton Duc Thang St., Con Dao,
Ba Ria - Vung Tau Province

Email: booking@saigoncondao.com
Website: www.saigoncondaoresort.com

SAIGON - PHU QUOC

RESORT & SPA

62 Tran Hung Dao St., Duong Dong
Town, Phu Quoc Dist., Kien Giang
Province

Email:
reservation@vietnamphuquoc.com
Website: www.sgphuquocresort.com.vn

HO COC BEACH RESORT

Bung Rieng, Xuyen Moc,

Ba Ria -Vung Tau Province

Email: sales@hococbeachresort.com
Website: www.hococbeachresort.com

SAIGON - MUI NE RESORT

56 - 97 Nguyen Dinh Chieu St.,
Ham Tien Ward, Phan Thiet, Binh
Thuan Province

Email: sgmn@saigonmuineresort.com
Website: www.saigonmuineresort.com

SAIGON - DALAT HOTEL

02 Hoang Van Thu St., Da Lat City
Email: rsvn@saigondalat.com
Website: www.saigondalathotel.com

SAIGON - NINH CHU

HOTEL & RESORT

19 An Duong Vuong St., Khanh Hai
Town, Ninh Hai District,

Ninh Thuan Province

Email:
sales@saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonninhchuhotel.com.vn

YASAKA SAIGON NHATRANG
RESORT HOTEL & SPA

18 Tran Phu St., Nha Trang City
Email: info@yasakasaigonnhatrang.com
Website:
www.yasakasaigonnhatrang.com

SAIGON - BAN ME HOTEL

1-3 Phan Chu Trinh St.,

Buon Ma Thuot City, Daklak Province
Email: info@saigonbanmehotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonbanmehotel.com.vn

SAIGON - PHU YEN HOTEL

541 Tran Hung Dao St., Tuy Hoa City,
Phu Yen Province

Email: sales@saigonphuyenhotel.vn
Website: www.saigonphuyenhotel.vn

SAIGON - QUY NHON HOTEL
24 Nguyen Hue St., Le Loi Ward,
Quy Nhon City, Binh Dinh Province
Email:
sales3@saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn
Website:
www.saigonquynhonhotel.com.vn

SAIGONTOURANE HOTEL

05 Dong Da St., Hai Chau District,
Da Nang City

Email: saigontourane.dng@gmail.com
Website: www.saigontourane.com.vn

HOTEL SAIGON - MORIN

30 Le Loi St., Hue City

Email: info@morinhotels.com.vn
Website: www.morinhotel.com.vn

SAIGON - DONG HA HOTEL

01 Bui Thi Xuan St., Dong Ha City,
Quang Tri Province

Email: booking@saigondonghahotel.com
Website: www.saigondonghahotel.com

SAIGON - QUANG BINH HOTEL

20 Quach Xuan Ky St., Dong Hoi City,
Quang Binh Province

Email: sgquangbinh@sgqgbtourist.com
Website: www.sggbtourist.com

SAIGON - PHONG NHA HOTEL
DT20, Son Trach, Bo Trach,

Quang Binh Province

Email: sgphongnha@sggbtourist.com
Website:
www.sgqbtourist.com/phongnha

SAIGON - KIM LIEN JSC

25 Quang Trung St., Vinh City,
Nghe An Province

Email: sgklna@saigonkimlien.com.vn
Website: www.saigonkimlien.com.vn

SAIGON - BAN GIOC RESORT
Ban Gioc, Dam Thuy Town,

Trung Khanh Dist., Cao Bang Province
Email: saigonbangiocresort@gmail.com
Website: www.saigonbangiocresort.com

SAIGON - BA BE RESORT

Ba Be National Park, Khang Ninh
Town, Ba Be Dist., Bac Kan Province
Email: sales@saigonbaberesort.com
Website: www.saigonbaberesort.com

SAIGON - HA LONG HOTEL

168 Ha Long St., Bai Chay Ward,
Ha Long City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: info@saigonhalonghotel.com
Website: www.saigonhalonghotel.com

MAJESTIC - MONG CAI HOTEL
5 Hoa Binh St., Tran Phu Ward,
Mong Cai City, Quang Ninh Province
Email: salesmarketing@majestic-
mongcaihotel.com

Website:

www.majestic-mongcaihotel.com

SAIGON - PHU THO HOTEL

17A Tran Phu St., Gia Cam Ward,
Viet Tri City, Phu Tho Province
Email: info@saigonphuthohotel.com
Website: www.saigonphuthohotel.com
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DICH VU LUHANH
TRAVEL SERVICES

SAIGONTOURIST TRAVEL
SERVICE (MAIN OFFICE)

45 Le Thanh Ton St., Dist. 1, HCMC
Email: info@saigontourist.net
Website: www.saigontourist.net

CHOLON TOURIST

JOINT STOCK COMPNAY

787 Tran Hung Dao St., Dist. 5, HCMC
Email: lienhe@cholontourist.vn
Website: www.cholontourist.com.vn

AMTHUC
GASTRONOMY

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1147 Binh Quoi St., Binh Thanh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: kinhdoanh@binhquoi.vn
Website: www.binhquoi.vn

BINH QUOI TOURIST VILLAGE
1, 2, 3 - TAN CANG TOURIST
VILLAGE

A100 Ung Van Khiem St.,

Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC

VAN THANH TOURIST VILLAGE
48/10 Dien Bien Phu St.,
Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC

SAIGON SHIP

(FLOATING RESTAURANT)
Gate 3 - Bach Dang Wharf, end of
Nguyen Hue St., District 1, HCMC
Email: tausaigon@binhquoi.vn
Hotline: 0901.889.706

130 SAVOUR VIETNAM

VUI CHOIL GIAI'TR{
AMUSEMENT

SAIGON EXHIBITION &
CONVENTION CENTER

799 Nguyen Van Linh Ave., Dist. 7,
HCMC

Email: secc@secc.com.vn

Website: www.secc.com.vn

SAIGONTOURIST CABLE
TELEVISION CO. LTD.

31-33 Dinh Cong Trang St., Dist. 1,
HCMC

Website: www.sctv.com.vn

DAM SEN CULTURAL PARK

03 Hoa Binh St., Dist. 11, HCMC
Email:
congvienvanhoadamsen@gmail.com
Website: www.damsenpark.vn

VAM SAT ECOLOGICAL
TOURIST SITE

Vam Sat Tourist Site, Ly Nhon,
Can Gio Dist., HCMC

Email: kdlvamsat@gmail.com
Website: www.vamsat.vn

VIETNAM GOLF & COUNTRY
CLUB

Long Thanh My Ward, Dist. 9, HCMC
Email: sales@vietnamgolfce.com
Website: www.vietnamgolfce.com

DYNASTY CLUB

(Rex Hotel Saigon)

M CLUB

(Hotel Majestic Saigon)

GRAND CLUB

(Hotel Grand Saigon)
PARADISE CLUB

(First Hotel)

VEGAS CLUB

(Caravelle Saigon Hotel)

CHATS SLOT GAMING CENTER
(New World Saigon Hotel)
PALAZZO CLUB

(Sheraton Saigon Hotel & Towers)
GM CLUB

(Saigon - Mui Ne Resort)

TRUONG
PAOTAODULICH
ACADEMY

SAIGONTOURIST HOSPITALITY
COLLEGE

23/8 Hoang Viet St., Tan Binh Dist.,
HCMC

Email: admin@sthc.edu.vn

Website: www.sthc.edu.vn
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xe hoi ¢6 0 thap nién 1950
Tc rd Sac mau Xuoi nguge
pho phudng Havana dan
mara vé dep doc ddo va
nhip séng yén binh trong
lan dau tién t0i dat chan
dén tha do va la thanh pho
16n nhdt ctia cuba.

—

- -

Bai & anh: PUC
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HAM PHA

100 SAVOUR VIETNAM

C huyén bay dém tit Canada ha canh
xudng san bay qudc t& Jose Marti,
Havana vao rang sang. Khung canh quanh
san bay kha véng lang va it éph sang
khién t6i c6 chit ngd ngang. O ga dén, t6i
thém bat ngd khi chi c6 chuyén bay ctua
Air Canada ha canh vao gié nay, ciing nhu
khong thiy nhiing dich vu nhén nhip nhu
cac san bay qudc t& khac.

Nhan vién hai quan Cuba lam thu tuc
nhap canh nhanh gon, tuy nhién, tit ca
hanh khach déu to6 vé sot rudt khi phai chd
dgi kha lau d& nhan hanh 1y k§ gi. Nhung
nho dat xe dén vé khach san ti trude va
do d& d6i tién sdn ngay tit sdn bay Toronto
bén Canada nén dén day, t6i va nhém ban
khéng phai mat thoi gian nhu cac du khach
khéc cung chuyén bay. Chiéc xe 6t6 c6 dua
ching t6i vao trung tAm Havana ldc 2 gic
sang. Pudng x4 tréng ving vé va toéi da ngu
thiép trén xe cho t6i lic vé dén chd 4.

Toi thitc day trude 7 git va diém tam
nhanh bing mi géi mang theo dé kip dao
phd budi sang ngay diu tién. Ludt qua mét
t6i 14 nhiéu chiéc 6t6 mang cac nhan hiéu
Chevrolet, Ford va Cadillac tit thoi nhiing
nam thap nién 1950 bon bon khép noi trong
thanh phé. T6i nhdm huéng theo dudng 16n
dé tim dén khu vuc trung tam.




“TOUr buyt Havana”

Loay hoay hoéi dudng, vi nhiéu ngudi dan
dia phuong déu khong biét tiéng Anh, ké ca
canh sat dang 1am nhiém vu quanh d6 va
do cting chua mua sim dién thoai tai Cuba
nén chiing t6i tu dinh vi theo ban db offline
dugc cai dat truée 6 Viet Nam. Sau khi dinh
huéng, t6i d& dang nhan ra ngay toa nha
Quodc hoi Cuba & phia trude.

Theo kinh nghiém du lich tu tic &
nhiéu nuéc khac, t6i chon di tour kham
pha Havana bing xe buyt, vita nhanh lai
vita tién. Theo 16 trinh, “Havana bus tour”
l1an lugt di qua tat ca cung dudng chinh va
¢6 tram diing tai cac diém tham quan tiéu
biéu. Khdp Havana c6 kha nhiéu quang
trudng, cong vién, tufdng dai. Dudng pho,
nha ctia tréng ngin nép, vudng vic nhu ban
¢d, theo 161 kién tric baroque ti thdi thudc
dia T4y Ban Nha.

Havana dang dian ddn mé ra vé dep doc
d4o va yén binh. Nhiing con dudng lat da tw

thoi thude dia T4y ban Nha 500 nam qua
van con kha nguyén ven, hai hoa véi nhiing
cong trinh kién tric méi duge xay dung.
Quanh thanh phd Havana, noi ndo ciing
tuom tat, sach sé va hau nhu khéng c6 rac.
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Nhiing mang mau doi 1ap

Tram diing dau tién ctia chiing téi 1a
Quang trudng Plaza de la Revolucién hay
con duge goi Quang truong Cach mang. Day
14 quang truong thanh phd 16n thi 31 trén
thé& giéi, véi dién tich rdng t6i 72.000 m?2.
Tai day c6 dich vu dua d6én du khéach bing
xe 6t6 ¢ dt mau sic va nhidu du khach
t6 ra thich thd khi ngdi trén xe dao quanh
duong pho.

Doc con dudng ven bién Malecon,
Havana trai ra truéc mit du khach mot
khong gian thoang dang, rong 16n va luén
duge 1am diu mat nhd 1an gié tit bién théi
vao. T trén cao, toi d& nhin thay tda nha
dai st quan Hoa Ky tai Cuba véi 14 cd ctia
Hgp chiing quéc phat phéi tit xa.

Nhiéu chung cu, biét thu sang trong
nim d6i dién bd bién ciing v6i nhiing tda nha
dang xay dd da dem lai bd mét sang sta,
sang trong cho Havana, nhu mang mau déi
lap vé6i nhiing khu phé ¢, nha cd c6 tit thé ky
thi 15 dugc bao ton kha t6t. Mau sic 1a nét
dic trung & Havana véi nhiing gam mau ruc
rd, ndi bat trén mau son tudng cac ngdi nha
hoic dé thay trén than xe 6t6, taxi hién dién
khép thanh phd trén 2,2 triéu dan nay.

Noi tap trung nhiéu du khach tham
quan nhit tai trung tam thta do6 1a khu
vuc phia truée day khach san Sevilla,
Deauville.. Té6i diing lai xem biéu dién 4m
nhac mang phong cach chau My s6i dong.
Xen l14n du khach c6 nhiéu ngusi dan Cuba
cung thudng thiic va hoa vao nhay mia theo
tiét t&u nhanh, manh, tao ngudn cam hiing
vui tudi cho tit cd nhiing ai dang c6 mit.

TU quang trudng Malecon, tbi di bo
doc theo cong vién, nhin ngdm khu phd ¢
Havana. Hién ra trudéc mét t6i 12 mot biic
tranh 16n vé Havana ém dém va lang man.
Thai tiét Cuba néng, néng kéo dai tix 11
gid dén tan.. 20 gid nén ngusi dan Havana
tim cach trén ning quanh céc béng ciy,
mai hién hoic han ché ra duong. Cac ctia
hang giai khat, cac diém ban kem luén déng
ngudi xép hang. Diéu khién tdi ngac nhién
14 trude tat ca clc siéu thi, clia hang, moi
ngudi déu trat tu hang mot cho téi lugt. Toi
ciing x6p hang dé vao siéu thi va nhin thay
ngudi dan giao tiép kha lich su.

Puong phé Havana vao gié tan tAm budi
trua c6 gi d6 gidng nhu 6 Sai Gon. Lic nay,
nhan vién cong sé hodc ngudi dan dé ra phd,
men theo hanh lang cac day nha c6 mai che
tranh ndng va tim dén cac clia hang, nhat
la nhiing ndi ¢6 ban thic 4n nhanh.
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Mau sac la

net ddc trung
& Havana voi
nhing gam mdu
ryc r&, ndi bat
trén mau son
tudong cdac ngdi
nha hodc dé
thay trén than
xe 610, taxi hién
dien khap thanh
phd trén 2,2 trieu
dan nay.

Pa la 18 gig, nhung anh ning chiéu
trén mat bién Caribe van chéi chang. Cudi
bubi chibu, t6i méi nhin thdy vai ngudi dan
mang can cau ra gan khu vuc phao dai El
Morro cau ca giai tri. GAn nhu chi ¢6 minh
t61 12 du khach dao bién vao gid nay. Con
phan dong du khéach thudng ra bién thu
gian sau 21 gid hodc vao sang sém.

Thudng vao cudi budi chiéu quanh khu
viic quang trudng Malecon, c6 canh sat cling
linh khuyén diing chét bao vé. Piéu nay
khéng c6 nghia 12 Havana m4t an ninh. Con
vao ban dém, tdi thodi mai tan bd6 mét minh
trén con dudng ven bién Havana. Pudng
phd véng vé nhung rat an toan. Trong khi
d6, tai cac khu phé trung tAm Havana lai
ron rang véi hoat dong tung bitng cua cac
quéan bar, khach san, mét s6 ctia hiéu sang
trong bay ban nhiéu mat hang cao cap. Khi
anh dén dém tda sang, nhiéu thanh nién dia
phuong tu tap trd chuyén rém ra. Cac hoat
dong vui choi vé dém 6 Havana thuong kéo
dai dén tan sang, s6i dong nhung ciing rat
trat ty, an ninh.




Tham nha Hemingway
( Havana

Chuyén tham quan Nha bao tang, noi
tudng niém dai véan hao Hemingway tai
viung ngoai 6 phia déng Havana ctia toi that
dac biét vi hom d6 roi vao dung dip sinh
nhat 14n thi 120 ctia 6ng.

Ernest Miller Hemingway (21.7.1899 -
2.7.1961) 1a mot tiéu thuyét gia ngusi My,
mot nha vin viét truyén ngin tai hoa va la
mot nha bao dan than. Ong da nhan duge
Giai Pulitzer nam 1953 véi tiéu thuyét Ong
gia va bién ca, va nhan Giai Nobel Vin hoc
sau dé mot nam.

T6i va nhiéu du khach ngusi Nhat 1a
nhém khach diu tién trong ngay vao ngoi
nha ctia Hemingway. Nha bao tang dudgc
bao quanh bdi cong vién ciy xanh, nhiéu
day leo v phong ngi huéng ra bién. O tat
ca cac phong riéng déu trung bay nhiéu ta
sach quy. Nha tudéng niém cua Hemingway
12 mét trong cac diém tham quan thu vi tai
Havana va toi thay rat dang gia khi duge
trai nghiém noi & ciia mot nha van ndi tiéng
thé& giéi trong thé ky 20.

Du chi luu lai Havana trong thoi gian
ngin, nhung nhitng gi tan mit nhin thay
va trai nghiém cudc song da gidp t6i hidu
thém db6i chut vé ddo quéc xa x6i nay. Nhin
chung, Cuba khong giau, nhung cting khéng
quéa nghéo nhu nhiing gi cac kénh thong tin
mot chiéu da dé cap. Mot an tugng rat tot
14 nguoi dan Cuba ludn than thién, chi cé
trd ngai nho nho 1a ho khong st dung tiéng
Anh. Thinh thodng, t6i hoi duong va ho vui
vé, nhiét tinh chi d&n bang cach dua tay ra
dau, hodc viét, vé vao gidy cho toi tim. Ghé
vao cac clia hang ban qua luu niém, xem
chan ché, cAm 1én, bd xuéng, khéng mua gi
hét, ho vAn mim cudi chao héi. M6t s6 ngudi
biét to6i dén tu Viet Nam da to thai do vui
vé, ¢6i mé va sin sang chup anh ky niém.
Tinh cam néng hau cta ngudi dia phuong
da khién Cuba trd nén gin giii trong doi
mét ctia ngudi 1it khach Viét.

THONG TIN DU LICH CUBA

» Havana - thu d6 cia Cuba - con dugc
biét dén vé6i nhiing tén goi khac nhu La
Habana hay San Cristobal de La Habana.
Havana la thanh phd 16n khéng chi cta
Cuba ma con cta ca viing bién Caribe.
Pugc thanh lap vao khoang thé ky tht
16, Havana truéc day tung la mot do thi
phon thinh, noi tau bé qua lai nhén nhip
va sam uédt. Khu Havana c6 va hé thong
cong su xung quanh da duge UNESCO
cong nhan la Di san thé giéi.

P Cuba la quéc gia duy nhat st dung hai
loai tién song song va ton tai hai ménh
gia khac nhau. Tién CUC danh cho du
khéach (1 CUC tuong ducsng 1 USD) va
Peso CUP la tién tiéu dung danh cho
ngudi dan dia phuong.

» Ngudi dan trong nuée duge nha nude
bao c4p, trg gia vé moi sinh hoat hang
ngay. Du khach dén Cuba phai chap
nhan viéc mua hang véi chi phi cao hon
so v6i ngudi dan ban dia do chinh sach
hai gia (Cuba con dang bi cAm van kinh
t&). Thuc trang nay gidng véi thoi ky Viét
Nam da tung ap dung chinh sach hai gia
vao thap nién 1980.

» Cigar Cuba da thanh thuong hiéu néi
tiéng khép thé gidi. Vi 1é 6, mot khi da
dén Havana, dé biét cigar Cuba ra sao,
to6i vao mot ctia hang ban cigar, dong
thoi 1a nha may cigar 16n caa thanh pho,
mang tén Partagas. Cigar Cuba c6 dén 10
dong khac nhau, da s6 cac dong Cohiba
déu dugc ua chudng bdi day la cigar cao
cép. T6i sdn sang bd ra hon 50 CUC dé
mua mot s6 cigar vé lam qua cho nguoi
than.

» Tai Cuba, mudn st dung internet, cach
duy nhat 1 mua thé Wifi do nha nuéc
cung cép, v6i gia 1 CUC xai trong 1 gic.
Moi ngudi phai x&p hang & cac diém cung
cp. T6i phai mua cach nhau 1 gic dé
dudc 6 thé, vi moéi ho chiéu chi dudec mua
3 thé. Tuy nhién, dé k&t n6i Wifi, ban
phai & gan tram phat séong, néu khong thé
nay vo tac dung. Mudn vao duge Wifi, toi
va nhiéu du khach phai ra dudng héng
Wifi! Ngay trung tAm Havana, c6 mét
nhém thanh nién rao ban Wifi bing cach
“share” cho nhiing du khach can dung
nhung chua mua thé. Tiéng rao Wifi nhu
¢ Viét Nam rao ban banh mi, ban xéi vay.
Ctt thdy chd nao du khach tim tum, ngbi
b&m dién thoai, chic chin noi d6 dang c6
tin hiéu Wifi.
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ibrant Havana
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Through the still intact
500-year-old cobblestone
streets from the spanish
colonial period and the
colorful 19508 era cars
that continue to run up
and down the streets,
Havana gradually
revealed its unique
beauty and peaceful
rhythms as 1firstarrived
in cuba’s capital city.

The night flight from Canada landed
at Jose Marti International Airport,
Havana at dawn. The quiet scenery and
dim morning light welcomed me. At the
arrival terminal, I was surprised when I
saw that only Air Canada flights landed
at this hour as well as the lack of services
typically offered at other international
airports.

Cuban customs officers cleared
immigration procedures quickly, however,
every passenger grew impatient at the long
wait to receive checked baggage. Luckily, I
had booked a shuttle to the hotel in advance
and exchanged my currency at the Toronto
airport, so my friends and I wasted no time,
unlike the other travelers on our flight. An
old car took us to central Havana at 2 am
on a road that looked deserted. I fell asleep
in the car, waking up as we arrived at our
accommodation.

After a rest, I woke up before 7 am, had
a quick breakfast of instant noodles that
I carried with me, and headed out for the
first morning’s street trip. Passing before
my eyes were countless old Chevrolets,
Fords and Cadillacs from the 1950s cruising
throughout the city. I followed the direction
of the large road to reach the central area.
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“Havadld BuUS Tour”

When attempting to ask for directions,
since many locals do not speak English,
including the police, and because we did not
buy Cuban sim cards, we had to “manually”
locate things on the offline map we had pre-
installed on our phones back in Vietnam.
Once we figured out where we were, 1 easily
recognized the Cuban National Assembly
directly in front of us.

Based on my previous self-sufficient
travels around the world, I chose to take
a fast and convenient Havana bus tour.
According to the itinerary, the “Havana
Bus Tour” travels through each of the main
roads and stops at classic attractions. There
are many squares, parks and monuments
throughout Havana. The streets and houses
look orderly and square as a chessboard,
following the baroque architecture from the
Spanish colonial period.
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Havana continued to reveal its distinct
splendor and tranquility through images
like the Spanish colonial cobblestones
juxtaposed against the newly constructed
Cuban monuments. And despite being a
tourist destination, Havana is incredibly
clean and virtually garbage free.




Havana continued
to reveal its
distinct splendor
and tranquility
through images
like the Spanish
colonial
cobblestones
juxtaposed
against the newly
constructed
Cuban monuments.
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opposite colors

Our first stop was Plaza de la
Revolucién, also known as Revolution
Square. This square, the 31st largest in the
world, covers an area of 72,000 m2. Here,
tourists can take a shuttle service in one
of the many colorful vintage cars to enjoy
sightseeing on the streets.

Along the coastal road of Malecon
stretches a large, open space for tourists,
which is always cooled by gentle breezes
wafting from the sea. From above, I saw the
US Embassy off in the distance, with the
American flag fluttering in the breeze.

Many of the luxury apartments and
villas facing the coast impart a lively and
luxurious quality to Havana, as this array
of colors contrasts with the old town’s
well-preserved structures dating back to
15th century. Vibrant colors are typical of
Havana and are prominent on the walls
of houses or seen on the bodies of cars and
taxis throughout this city of over 2.2 million
of people.

The gathering place attracting the most
tourists in the center of the capital is the
area in front of Selvilla, Deauville hotel. I
dropped by to view the energetic American-
style music performances. Mixed among
the tourists were local Cubans enjoying and
joining in on the fast and strong rhythmic
dances, quite the sight for those who were
lucky enough to behold it.

From Malecon Square, I walked along
the park while contemplating the old town
of Havana. What appeared before my eyes
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was a generous portrait of a calm and
romantic Havana. The weather in Cuba is
sunny and hot, with unrelenting sunshine
lasting from 11 am to 8 pm. Havana
residents take refuge from the sun under
trees, awnings or they simply stay inside.
Refreshment and ice cream shops always
have people lined up. I was quite surprised
by the fact that in front of the supermarkets
and shops, everyone lines up orderly and
waits for one after another. I also found
myself lining up at a supermarket and saw
that people politely communicated to each
other.

Havana’s streets during the noon rush
hour are quite similar to those in Saigon. At
this time, people flock to the streets, along
the rows of covered houses, and head to
shops, especially fast food places.

It was 6 pm, but the afternoon sunlight
on the Caribbean was still shining. It was
only in the late afternoon that I saw a few
people with fishing rods headed near the
fortress of E1 Morro for recreational fishing.
I was the only tourist wandering on the
beach at that time. Most tourists come here
to relax after 9 pm or early in the morning.

Around Malecon Square late in the
afternoon, there were policemen and
security guards standing guard, though this
does not imply that Havana is unsafe. At
night, I felt comfortable walking alone on
the coastal road of Havana; the street was
deserted but very safe. Meanwhile, in the
central areas of Havana, there are bustling
activities at bars, hotels, and some luxury
shops selling many high-class items. When
the night light is turned on, local young
people gather to chat. Nightlife in Havana
usually lasts until sunrise, vibrant but also
very orderly and safe.




Visit Hemingway’s House
in Havana

My visit to the Hemingway House,
the memorial of the great writer Ernest
Hemingway, in the eastern suburbs of
Havana was extra special because it fell on
his 120th birthday.

Ernest Miller Hemingway (July 21,
1899 - July 2, 1961) was an American
novelist, talented short story writer, and
a committed journalist. He received the
Pulitzer Prize in 1953 for the novel The Old
Man and the Sea, and received the Nobel
Prize in Literature a year later.

Alongside many Japanese tourists, I
was among the first group of visitors to the
Hemingway House that day. The museum
is surrounded by a green park, countless
vines and a beachfront bedroom. There are
numerous precious bookshelves in every
private room. The Hemingway Memorial
House is one of Havana’s most interesting
attractions and I found it a worthwhile
experience to get an intimate glimpse into
the life of one of the 20th century’s most
renowned writers.

Although I only stayed in Havana for
a short time, what I saw and experienced
there helped me to understand more
about this remote island nation. Overall,
Cuba is not particularly affluent, but it is
not as impoverished as many one-sided
information channels portray. Another
favorable impression I had was that Cubans
are always friendly. The only obstacle was

g il

the language barrier. Occasionally, whenever
I asked for directions, they happily and
enthusiastically instructed me by gesturing,
or writing and drawing on paper to show

me the way. When I stopped by a souvenir
shop, even when I browsed, picked up and
put down items ad nauseam and did not buy
anything, they still smiled and were friendly.
Any time they realized that I come from
Vietnam, people expressed their cheerful,
open attitude and were willing to take some
souvenir pictures. The warm hospitality of
the locals made Cuba so close in the eyes of
the Vietnamese traveler.

CUBA TRAVEL INFORMATION

» Havana, the capital of Cuba, is
also known by other names such
as La Habana or San Cristobal de
La Habana. Havana is not only the
largest city in Cuba, but also the
largest in the Caribbean. Founded
in the 16th century, Havana was
once a thriving metropolis with a
bustling port. Old Havana and the
surrounding fortifications have
been recognized by UNESCO as a
World Heritage Site.

» Cuba is the only country on
earth to use two currencies in
parallel that exist in two different
denominations. CUC is for tourists
(1 CUC is equivalent to 1 USD) and
Peso CUP is for local people.

p Cuban people are subsidized and
supported by the Cuban State for

daily activities. Visitors to Cuba
must accept to purchase products
at a higher cost than the locals
would pay due to the two-price
policy (Cuba is still under intense
economic sanctions). This currency
setup is reminiscent of Vietnam’s
double-price policy of the 1980s.

» Cuban cigars have become a
world-famous brand. Therefore,
when in Havana, to find out what
Cuban cigars were like, I made a
trip to the Partagas cigar shop,
which is also the city’s big cigar
factory. Cuban cigars come in 10
different varieties, of which Cohiba
are highly appreciated because they
are luxury cigars. I was willing

to spend more than 50 CUCs to
buy some cigars as gifts for my
relatives.

» In Cuba, internet is only available
with a state issued Wi-Fi card at a
price of 1 CUC per hour. Everyone
must line up at a Wi-Fi vendor

for one. I came back after 1 hour

to purchase 6 cards, because each
passport allows for 3 cards at a time.
However, to connect to Wi-Fi, you
must be near a hotspot, otherwise
the card is useless. To connect to the
Wi-Fi, I and many travelers had to
go off-road looking for a signal! Right
in the center of Havana, there was a
group of youngsters selling Wi-Fi by
“sharing” it to those travelers that
did not have the card. The Wi-Fi
street vendor’s call sounds similar to
ambulant vendors in Vietnam who
yell out to sell bread or sticky rice.
Whenever they appear, a crowd of
tourists gather with their phones out,
surely, this is where the Wi-Fi is!
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